
TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

IN ITALY



PURPOSES

• Nowadays it is important for every citizen of the 

world to know different languages to be in contact

with the different cultures of the world; a world 

where,  there is an increasing need to share more 

than one language.

• The Possession of different "codes" allows a further

intellectual enrichment and greater mental flexibility.

• Teaching a foreign language, therefore, helps to 

promote attitudes of tolerance and international

understanding.



FOREIGN LANGUAGES  AT 

PRIMARY SCHOOL

A foreign language is included in the curriculum of primary education in

Italy.

In primary schools the study of foreign languages is required for five

years. English is the only foreign language that is taught in Italy.

One hour a week is devoted to the foreign language acquisition.

Foreign language teaching is carried out by specialists who concern

themselves exclusively with these courses and are specifically recruited

for this purpose or by ‘specialised’ teachers who have been recruited for

teaching other subjects but are able to teach a foreign language after

obtaining a special qualification in modern languages.



Following the National Guidelines, in primary school , 

learning the first foreign language (FL1) is aimed at 

acquiring oral communication skills and ensuring a 

first contact with the written language through 

reading, therefore, in the first years of primary school 

communicative activities  are related particularly to 

the sphere of reception and the foreign language is 

taught using a methodology based on stories, 

dialogues, dramatization,songs and games.



Stories



Functions

L2

Identifying and matching colours,

objects.shapes and animals

Asking and giving personal 

information

Understanding and 

responding to a greeting

Methodologi

cal choice

Communicative approach

Ludic approach

Understanding and 

executing instructions

Check

Motor activities

Oral check

Identifying and matching colours, 



The lower secondary school aims at developing the ability to 

study autonomously. In lower secondary school the study of a 

second language of the European Community is also 

introduced. There is a 3 hours’ tuition a week for the first 

language and a two hours’ tuition a week for the second 

language. In middle school work on written texts

is intensified in order to bring the students to a relatively

balanced mastery of the foreign language that is studied. 

For the second foreign language (FL2), learning is aimed at 

making students acquire skills of reception and production in 

the oral and the written language. Learning can benefit of the 

skills acquired in primary school in the first foreign language 

(FL1), as well as in the Italian language (L1).

Foreign languages

at lower secondary school



The objectives are divided according to the linguistic-communicative 

Activities indicated by the Common European Framework of 

Reference in:

• receiving oral (listening);

• receiving written (reading);

• speaking non-interactive;

• oral interaction;

• written production.



Foreign language acquisition

in upper secondary schools

Teaching a foreign language follows the guidelines of the Common 

European Framework of Reference which foresees the achievement 

of linguistic competences referred to the level B2 at the end of the 

fifth year. The FL2 is taught three hours a week in all schools, with 

the exception of linguistic secondary schools where the teaching 

hours per week are four. In linguistic courses three foreign 

languages are taught.

From this year on  Italian upper schools will have to offer at least 

one subject in a foreign language as part of the national curriculum

following the CLIL methodology .

Foreign language teaching will be carried out by ‘specialised’

teachers who teach other subjects but are able to teach a foreign 

language after obtaining an external certification at an intermediate 

level ( B2 ). 



It is characterized by:

• Programs based on objectives, methods, tools, criteria for 
monitoring and evaluation

• Communicative – functional methodological approach

• Developing receptive and productive language skills

• Attention paid to socio-cultural, communication skills

• a lot of extra-curricular activities such as: stages abroad/ Erasmus +/ 
school trips abroad/ cultural exchanges, which are considered as an 
essential part of foreign language acquisition.



Didactic Unit

A DIDACTIC UNIT

LINGUISTIC FUNCTIONS

LISTENING

SPEAKING READING

WRITING

STRUCTURES/VOCAB

ULARY



Group 

works

VERIFICA

activities

Language laboratory

classrooms

Pair works

Instruments

and

Materials

Flashcards

PC

cd player

Internet

Interective whiteboard

Spaces



Teaching foreign language civilization and literature at 

secondary school

Following the national curriculum, the foreign language 

teacher  has also to teach aspects of  civilization and literature 

at secondary  school in order to instil  in students the idea that 

a language is a useful means to communicate with people, 

and that in this  process   stories, customs and habits have 

their importance too, because they are part of their individual 

and collective identities .Hence, the first and main educational 

purpose in teaching civilization is precisely to learn about 

other ways of living and thinking and compare them with their 

own, which helps not only to become aware of their culture 

and of the social significance of their costumes, but also to 

perceive the particular character of it, thus educating students 

towards  tolerance . 



 
 
The teacher  develops culture didactic units 
regarding the different parts of foreign cultures.  
 

The didactic units aim at stressing the peculiar 
cultural aspects of those countries where the 
foreign language is spoken as mother tongue. 

The teaching of literature can be of two types: 

Thematic: dealing with areas such as art and 
politics, travel, memory and forgetting, female 
subjectivity, empire, beauty,love. 

General: connecting a text with other works of 
the same author. 

 



Skills

DIDACTIC

UNIT

Materials required

Objectives

Classroom management

Computer (Word and 

Power Point software)

Interactive whiteboard

Reading

Authentic materials (texts

and pictures) taken from 

web sites.

Blackboard

Speaking

Linguistic objectives

-extend vocabulary regarding

the foreign culture.

-Practise reading authentic

material getting general gist

and some details.

Writing

Cultural objectives

-make students become aware 

of the peculiar cultural aspects 

of the country.

-be able to write and talk about 

the basic elements of the 

country and people.

-Extend SS’ knowledge about 

the foreign language speaking 

countries in its main 

geographical and cultural 

aspects.

Group work

Pair work

Educational objectives

-Develop a critical attitude

towards other cultures and make

comparison with the own one.

-Being able to express and 

compare opinions in a simple

personal way.

-Develop and practise the ability

to cooperate in group-work.



An increasing number of students are now

combining holidays with language study in the native 

country.

Such a holiday often combines formal lessons, cultural 

excursions, leisure activities, and a homestay, perhaps 

with time to travel in the country afterwards. 

Language study holidays are very  popular in Italy.

Malta & UK are the most popular destinations. 

A lot of our students are taking exams to have their 

learning competences certified by external examining 

bodies, which can help them in their future career. 

Language Learning Abroad


