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Interview with former students. 

 

 

The students we interviewed had spent several months in Italy (1 student for 

two months) or in Lithuania (two students from february to April). 

 

How they managed to adapt themselves : 

The girl from Italy : It was very easy to adapt and I got quickly integrated. The 

family was very welcoming and the people in general very nice. So she didn't 

really miss her family. 

For another student it was even easier as she already knew the Italian student 

she was staying with as she had welcome her in her home previously. 

The two studentrs from Italy were surprised to see how interested the other 

students were and how they came to speak to them and ask them questions 

about their country/ way of life. They said French students were less welcoming 

or too shy or less curious when foreign stuudents came to Jean Moulin . 

 

Their best moment : 

They all had plenty of 'best moments' ! 

In Lithuania, the girl was so happy to see the snow and the cold (-20 °!) was 

something ! She also enjoyed the pizzas she ate there ! 



The two girls from Italy said every single day was wonderful ! It was fun and 

they learned / saw something new everyday. 

 

Their most amazing experience ? 

The three of them agree to say that they loved making new friends. 

Both in Italy and Lithuania they enjoyed the school schedule as school finishes 

much earlier than in France (Italy at 1PM and Lithuania at 2PM!) and it makes it 

easier to meet people, friends and the family. They also enjoyed the shorter 

periods. 

 

The parents reaction when they heard the girls wanted to go and spend 

several months abroad : 

One student said her parents had accepted easily to let her go as her older 

sister had done the same things in the past and they were not worried.  

Another one admitted her parents were a little anxious , all the more so as her 

correspondant was a boy but they finally agreed. 

The third girl had to convince her parents who were very reluctant so she kept 

asking till they agreed and they did ! 

 

Did they keep contact with the correspondants : 

They do off and on with mails and skype. One of the girls even went to Lithuania 

over the holidays with her family. 

The three of them are planning to travel and meet their correspondant. 

 

What were her expectations : 

One girl said it was 'easy' to stay at home and be happy with the routine. She 

considered this stay abroad as a kind of challenge. She had the desire to open 

up to others, to learn how to be self-sufficient. 



Another girl said what she loved was travelling and discovering new places and 

people. 

The third one also said she meant to discover as much of the world as she could, 

it was a 'global project'. 

 

Did they have any problems with the school work : 

The three of them admitted it was not always easy, sometimes even difficult to 

get all the lessons, documents.... One of them had problems with her maths as, 

without a teacher around she found it quite difficult at times. 

One admitted it was difficult to start really working again when they came back 

to France but they somehow managed. It was however easier for the girl who 

left when she was in 'seconde' 

 

Would they have done the same thing if they had known how difficult it would be :  

They all say YES !!! 

 

How they feel it had an impact on their studies : 

The girls from Lithuania learned a few words of Russian. The other some Italian. 

The three of them agree that it is much easier for them to speak English. They 

are more fluent. 

 

Do they think it is a positive experience : 

Yes, they all agree. They are more open-minded, less shy, more friendly , more 

self-confident.  

It helped them with languages.  

For some it even had an impact on their plans for the future. 

 



What they did with their experience : 

They shared it with friends and with their class.  

 

 
 


