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Dropping out means leaving a school, college, 
university or group for practical reasons, 

necessities, or disillusionment with the system 
from which the individual in question leaves.



There are five major reasons why children leave school:

1. The students themselves 

They make wrong decisions. They get involved with gangs, 

drugs/alcohol, get pregnant and commit crimes. Many have a 

poor school attitude and are frequently bored by school. They 

are disconnected to their families, school and life. They do not 

see the reasons they need to go to school. They are not 

involved in school activities and lack self-esteem.

Some have undergone major illnesses and have missed too 

many days of school. 

WHY STUDENTS DROP OUT



2. The family they come from

There is often a clash between the family values and 

those of the school. Frequently, their parents have 

dropped out of school themselves. The students come 

from families from low socio-economic backgrounds, 

where there are many other children. Older children often 

have to go to work in order to supply the family for basic 

family needs or need to stay home to take care of 

younger siblings so that their parents can work.  Many 

children are products of divorce, separation or, 

sometimes, family violence. They are not being raised by 

parents, but rather by aunts, uncles and grandparents. 



3. The community they come from

Many children live on the wrong side of the tracks in 

places where education is not valued, where drugs, 

gangs and violence abound, and where schools are 

low-performing, they often lack community and health 

support. 



4. The schools they attend

The schools are toxic to student learning, students, 

parents and staff. Students are suspended for minor 

infractions (such as “talking back to the teacher”), or 

placed in “remedial classes.” The schools have a culture 

of low expectations. They lack adequate guidance 

counselling. The curriculum is not relevant to the needs 

of the students being taught. Passive instructional 

strategies are being used without regard to individual 

student learning styles.Teachers are not trained in the 

latest teaching/learning/technology techniques. 

Teachers are not hired in time producing over-sized 

classrooms. 



Statutory school leaving 

age in Italy

Thanks to the law 296, both the school leaving age and the 

minimum age to access labour market were raised to 16 in 

2006.

Compulsory schooling is free and it must last for at least 10 years: 

going to school is mandatory for children between the ages of 6 

and 16. Parents or legal guardians are considered responsible 

before the law and they can be prosecuted if they don’t fulfil this 

obligation.



The compulsory school curriculum is structured as 

follows:

Scuola Primaria (Primary School): it lasts five years 

and it addresses the children between the ages of 

6 and 10/11; 

Scuola Secondaria Inferiore (First level of Secon-

dary Education): it lasts three years and it addres-

ses the children between the ages of 11 and 

13/14; 



Primo Biennio della Scuola Superiore (first two years 

of the Second Level-Secondary Education): it 

addresses children between the ages of 14 and 

15/16. It is important to stress that although 

students can legally leave school after the second 

year, no qualification is achieved. 

Vocational training: after the “Scuola Secondaria 

Inferiore”, children can alternatively attend a 

vocational training that must last for at least two 

years. 



Students continuing formal      

education beyond school 

leaving age 

Although the percentage of students continuing 

formal education beyond statutory school leaving 

age has been constantly increasing, Italian school 

participation overall rate (78,6%) is still below the 

EU average.



Participation to the school system is measured by 

comparing the number of the enrolled students in 

specific school grades to the whole population 

aged 15-19 and 20-29: in 2010 the percentage of 

youngsters aged 15-19 participating to the Italian 

school system was 83,3% while it was 21,5% for 

youngsters aged 20-29.



What range of post compulsory                 

education is currently in place

in Italy ?

Secondary Education:

Second level of Secondary Education (the last 

three years): 

Licei (College-Preparatory Schools); 

Istituti Tecnici (Technical Institutes); 

Istituti Pofessionali (Vocational Schools); 



What range of post compulsory              

education is currently in place

in Italy ?

Tertiary Education:

Undergraduate 

Laurea Triennale (Bachelor)

Postgraduate: 

Laurea Magistrale; Master I e II livello (Master);

Dottorato di Ricerca (Ph.D)



Groups who are less likely  to continue 

their formal education beyond 

statutory school leaving age? 

In 2010 Italy failed to achieve the “Lisbon Strategy” 

goal to reduce the school drop-out rate to 10%.

The 18,2% of the whole population aged 18-24 

didn’t achieve any qualification beyond “Scuola 

Secondaria Inferiore” in 2011. In the same year, 

the EU-27 average school drop-out rate was 

13,5% and Italy gained the forth worst position in 

the whole European Union. 



Groups who are less likely      to 

continue their formal education 

beyond statutory school leaving age? 

There are great regional differences though: drop-

out is more severe in Regions such as Sicily and 

Sardinia (25 and 25,1% respectively), while it is a 

more restricted circumstance in other Regions 

such as Umbria and Emilia-Romagna (11,6% and 

13,9% respectively).

Drop-out is also a gender phenomenon: in 2011 the 

21,0% of the male population aged 18-24 were 

early school leavers, against the 15,2% of the 

female population.



The Istat Report on the Country situation in 2010 sketched an 

early school leavers’ profile:

6 out of 10 are males; 

half of them actually works after leaving school; 

43,8% of the migrant population aged 18-24 (so called “2nd 

generation”) are early school leavers. 

Drop-out is then frequently associated to citizenship, gender, 

school performance, family status and age (most of the 

youngsters leave school when they reach the statutory school 

leaving age).



While drop-out rates have been constantly decreasing in Italy, the 

economic crisis contributed to the increase of “NEET” (Not in 

Education, Employment or Training) rates: the 22,7% of the 

whole population aged 15-29 doesn’t work and doesn’t study. 

The female population is more affected by this phenomenon: 

25,4% of the women against the 20,1% of the men aged 15-29 

are NEET.



Risks faced by young people who do 

not continue in formal education 

beyond school leaving age

The lack of an adequate qualification is strictly related to a higher 

risk of exclusion from the labour market. Drop-out is also 

associated to a higher exposure to the risk of social exclusion: 

as some qualitative researches highlighted, drop-out can lead 

already marginalized youngsters to deviant behaviours 



Italy is among the five EU countries with the highest

school drop-out rates with 17% of pupils quitting

early, according to a report  by the Eurydice

educational network and the European Centre for 

Development and professional training (Cedefop).

“We need to take measures to stop this growing

phenomenon,” says Maria Grazia Nardiello, head 

of Italy’s Department of Education. “The rate at

which kids from the most vulnerable economically

challenged families is alarming.”



To combat the problem, the Italian government has 

set aside €100 million in European and national 

funds for programs that are intended to keep kids 

interested in staying in school. 

“These programs work, but they have to have funds 

to keep them going,” Maria Grazia Nardiello says. 

“Otherwise you are just giving up on a whole 

generation.”



Dropout recovery

Reducing drop-out rates is acknowledged as a priority at the 

national level in Italy. Because of the great differences 

characterizing each Region, however, policies and strategies 

contrasting early school leaving are mainly carried out at the 

local level. 

In 2009 the Bologna Province started up an inter-institutional 

group (Local Administrations, Employment Office, Social and 

Health workers, teachers and Third Sector representatives) in 

order to contrast school failure and school drop-out. Guidelines 

were given in order to implement a consistent strategy to 

reduce early school leaving at the local level; this strategy is 

based on the joint work of different institutional actors (teachers, 

employment office tutors, social and health workers, etc.) and it 

envisages:



Dropout recovery

1. supporting students in the choice of the secondary school; 

2. sharing indicators for the early identification of youngsters at 

risk of drop-out; 

3. monitoring youngsters facing school failure; 

4. supporting early school leavers in the choice of an alternative 

education training (vocational trainings, apprenticeship) 



Measures to contrast dropouts in 

Apulia

The Puglia region of Italy aims to raise levels of education and 

training in order to improve the confidence, life chances and 

future employability of its children and young people. One of the 

key tasks is to stop children leaving school too early in a region 

which has higher drop-out rates than the national average.

The project " Diritti a scuola  aims to decrease the school drop-

out rate and improve educational attainment.  



Measures to contrast dropouts in 

Apulia
" Diritti a Scuola ensures the development of a new learning 

experience. The students don’t attend traditional lectures, 

instead they get involved in active lessons where they are the 

protagonists. The teaching team help students to improve their 

communication skills and together they help create a very 

positive learning environment. " 

The ‘Diritti a scuola’ project  uses a set of actions targeted mainly 

at primary school students and those completing their first two 

years of secondary education. Throughout the project, a high 

priority is given to helping children with disabilities and 

youngsters from disadvantaged backgrounds. Interventions are 

particularly focused on the schools with the highest drop-out 

rates.



New teaching services

The project  two main actions: to improve the study of linguistics 

and science in primary schools; and to develop the teaching of 

Italian and mathematics in secondary schools. In addition to 

these mainstream activities, Diritti a scuola offers counselling, 

educational and vocational guidance, and intercultural mediation 

to students and their families. Particular attention is paid to 

providing these services to poorer students and those from 

migrant communities.

Headteachers, along with permanent and part-time teachers are all 

involved in delivering the new services and monitoring the 

progress of children. Interventions have been integrated into the 

schools’ yearly planning, which has helped to upgrade language 

and science teaching in general.



Improving educational 

attainment

The project is  assisting efforts to keep more children in school 

and is playing its part in improving educational attainment 

across the region. The rate of school drop-outs in Puglia has 

decreased from 30.3 % in 2004 to 19.5 % in 2011 (the national 

average is 17 %). The percentage of 15 year-old students with 

limited reading capacities was reduced to 16.7 % in 2012, which 

is below the national target of 20 %. Meanwhile, the number of 

15 year-olds with higher reading skills has significantly 

improved in Puglia over the past few years, growing from 4.2 % 

in 2009 to 6.1 % in 2012.



Improving educational 

attainment

Diritti a scuola’s Help Desk, which was established to deliver 

counselling and information services, has proved to be hugely 

popular. More than 50 000 students (about 30 % of the student 

body in the project schools) and 10 000 families have used its 

services. In addition, numerous migrant students and their 

parents have profited from the Help Desk’s services, particularly 

its cultural mediation, which is helping to tackle issues 

surrounding social exclusion and integration.



Impact on our  school system

The project can also claim to have had a positive impact on the 

wider school system. It has contributed to improving teaching in 

general and strengthening relationships between teachers and 

children. In turn, providing struggling students with extra help to 

improve their basic skills has increased their motivation to learn, 

which is central to why so many have changed their attitudes to 

school attendance.



At the Liceo Amaldi      

Although there is not a reference figure to contrast drop-outs  

some measures are taken to prevent the phenomenon.

- Class coordinator teachers have to contact families to inform 

them of absences and of students skipping lessons

- A team of teachers  on a voluntary basis act as councellors to 

students and talk to  parents when necessary.

- - A team of teachers  act as councellors on a voluntary basis 

and talk to  parents when necessary.



- A psychologist is hired every year to talk to students and 

parents on a discretional and confidential basis.

- Extra tuitions are offered to weak students at the end of the first 

term to help them strengthen their competences.

- Extra-curricular projects including theatre, cinema, language 

courses and sports activities are organised every year to  

motivate students and prevent drop-outs.


