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In Italy, the Constitution considers the 
Educational System as a right for all people.



SCHOOL LEVELS
ITALIAN SCHOOL SYSTEM CONSISTS OF FOUR MAIN LEVELS:

NURSERY SCHOOL: 3-6 AGED PUPILS

PRIMARY SCHOOL: 6-11 AGED PUPILS

LOWER SECONDARY SCHOOL: 11-14 AGED PUPILS

UPPER SECONDARY SCHOOL: 14-19 AGED PUPILS



Nursery School is the first stage of Italian Education System. Attendance at a 

state nursery school isn’t compulsory. Children who turn three within the 30th of 

April are admitted to Nursery education which is offered free of charge.

Families are asked to pay a sum for canteen service 

Nursery School

Age 3 -6



Primary School

Primary school lasts five years.

The aim of primary school is to promote

a basic cultural education and to encourage social 

interaction.

Age 6 - 11



Lower secondary school is the Scuola Media (Middle School). It provides

a common general education to students. It is compulsory and lasts for three years. The main 

objectives of this level of education is to offer  pupils both a wider knowledge of reality through 

the different school subjects and the opportunity to develop their personality.

The curriculum includes: Italian, English, French (sometimes Spanish or

German), History, Geography, Maths, Physical Education, Technology,

Music,Art, Information Technology, Science and Religion (students can choose to attend 

different activities instead of Religion).

Students must pass an exam and obtain the Licenza di Scuola Media

( lower secondary school diploma) before moving up to Upper Secondary schools

Age 11 - 14

Lower Secondary Education



Upper Secondary Education

High secondary school lasts five years,  higher secondary

schools are voluntary (except for the first two years). 

Students do an obligatory two years (biennio) of general

Studies followed by three years (triennio) of specialised

education.

At the end students take a "State Examination" to certificate

The level achieved.

Students can choose among these types of schools

Age 14 - 19



LICEI
Classical High School (Liceo Classico)

lasts five years and prepares students for university level studies.

Latin, Greek and Italian literature form an important part of the

curriculum.

During the last three years philosophy and history of art are also

studied.

Scientific High School (Liceo Scientifico)

lasts five years with an emphasis on maths, physics, chemistry and

Natural sciences. The student also studies Latin and one modern

language.

Applied Sciences High school (  Liceo delle scienze applicate) was

Created with the reform of 2008 which involves more teaching and

Laboratory hours for  natural sciences , information technology and

does not include Latin. 

Linguistic High School (Liceo Linguistico)

lasts five years with an emphasis on foreign languages. Latin is

studied in the first two years.



Human Sciences High School (Liceo delle Scienze

Umane)

lasts five years with an emphasis on Psychology,

Sociology and Pedagogy. 

Fine Arts High School (Liceo Artistico)

lasts five years and prepares for university

studies in painting, sculpture or architecture

LICEI



ISTITUTI TECNICI E PROFESSIONALI

Technical Institutes

These studies last five years and prepare for both

university studies and for a vocation.  Students are prepared

to work in a technical or administrative field, industry or

commerce.

Vocational Institutes

These studies last five years and lead students to the

achievement of a preparation that develops the academic and

the technical skills of their students.



Pupils gain admission (promosso) to the next class only after attaining a satisfactory

level in all subjects at the end of the academic year. Pupils who fail (bocciare) to

reach the required standard in a particular subject carry forward an educational debt

(debito formativo), which must be made up through extra tuition during summer

holidays. If pupils fail in a number of subjects (usually over half the total), they may

be refused admission to the next year’s class and must repeat the entire year

(respinto). All schools have regular parent-teacher meetings, where every attempt is

made to prevent this happening.

ADMISSION TO THE NEXT CLASS



Final exam
The final exam is officially called esame di Stato. It is composed of three written tests and

one oral part:

•prima prova (first test), an Italian language written test which aims to test the candidate's

expressive ability and critical thinking

•seconda prova (second test), a written test different from the type of school

•terza prova (third test), a written test in the form of a series of questions requiring short

answers, focussing on the subjects studied in the final year

•a multidisciplinary oral exam in which the candidate is tested on the subjects studied in the

final year.

Students are examined by an exam committee which is formed in equal parts by their own

teachers and teachers coming from other schools. The first and second tests are written by

the Ministry of Education, while the third test and the oral exam are prepared and

administered by the exam committee.

The final grade is given as a number out of 100, and is the sum of the points obtained by

students in the final exam and the credit they accumulated over the previous years (

third,fourth and fifth year).



Provisions
State education is free until the end of secondary school, after which an enrolment tax ( tassa 

d’iscrizione)  is payable at the beginning of each school year. However, pens, stationery and sports 

clothing must be provided by parents. Textbooks are free only until the end of primary school.

Parents are  expected to pay an average of around €200 per year for books for a child at lower 

secondary school and up to €400 for a child at upper secondary school. 

Up to the end of compulsory schooling, families on low incomes receive a contribution from regional 

authorities 

Nursery and primary schools usually require children to wear school aprons (grembiule), which  are 

bought py parents. State schools don’t generally provide meals during the day, where there are canteen 

facilities ( mensa), a small contribution is generally required. Otherwise, children with afternoon lessons 

who don’t have time to go home for lunch must make their own arrangements by bringing a packed 

lunch.

Italian schools don’t provide transport for children who live far fro school, although local councils are 

obliged to provide transport for state nursery school. School buses are provided for primary and 

secondary schools only if there’s no school within 3km , but a small contribution towards the cost of 

transport  is usually paid.



School organization
In a school year of about 200 days from September to

June schools open five or six days a week, full or half

Days, depending on the institution.The school year is

divided in terms usually two ( quadrimestre ) or three

(trimestre).

The length of lessons is usually 60 minutes.

Each day students have from a minimum of 4 lessons to

a maximum of 6 lessons depending from the institution

and the school year.



The regional school superintendence sets the calendar ( 

calendario scolastico) for all state schools in the region. School 

holiday dates vary little between regions in Italy, although schools 

in Sicily start a few days later in September due to the hotter 

weather.

State exams are held after 9th June. Schools are closed on public 

holidays when they fall within term time. Schools don’t have half-

term holidays. 

Absence from school is normally permitted only for a visit to a 

doctor or dentist, or for reasons of illness. In primary school, a note 

to the child’s teacher is sufficient, while in secondary school 

students have an official booklet that must be signed by both a 

parent and a teacher if a child is absent for any reason. A medical 

certificate must be produced after five days’ absence from school.



Distribution of responsibilities

Education in Italy has traditionally been centrally

administered. Now a progressive process of decentralization

transfer the administration and didactical decisions to 

educational institutions, giving them responsibilities. 

This process is called autonomia.

Education policy, however, remains centralized, and all

schools - state, or private - must conform to national laws.

The overall responsibility for education is in the hands of the

Ministry of Education.



The Ministry of Education

It has general responsibility for the supervision

and coordination of all educational activities,

and issues legislation to this effect.

It issues general guidelines on curricula and

and sets the final examinations at upper

secondary levels.

It promotes curriculum and syllabus changes. It

directly administers (through provincial offices)

Arrangements concerning the budget, the

recruitment and mobility of staff.



Local authorities
Regions have their own legislative and administrative responsibilities within

the General guidelines set out in state laws.

They plan the establishment and construction of new schools or improvements

to existing structures and administer funds received from the State for this

purpose.

The Regional School Office ( Ufficio Scolastico Regionale, USR) is a branch of

the  Ministry of Education, University and Research (MIUR). Usually, it is

divided in Local Offices, depending on its duties and local requirements. 

The USR oversees observance of general provisions for education and

minimum performance requirements.

The Local Offices, which operate at provincial level, are an internal division

of The Regional School Office and have no autonomy. Local Offices support

and advise schools on administrative and accounting procedures and the

planning and innovation of educational offer. They monitor the

implementation of provisions on school buildings and safety and deal with

the integration of immigrant and special

needs pupils and the promotion of student participation in schools. They also

carry out any activities that are delegated to them by the head of the

Regional School Office.



Other Bodies and Agencies

The National Education Council (Consiglio Nazionale della Pubblica Istruzione) , 

an advisory body which assists the Minister with the planning and supervision of 

education policy, 

the National Institute for the Evaluation of the Education System (Istituto 

nazionale per la valutazione del sistema di istruzione, INVALSI) 

the National Institute of Documentation, Innovation and Educational Research 

(Istituto Nazionale di Documentazione, Innovazione e Ricerca Educativa -

INDIRE).

the Institute for the Development of Professional Training for Workers (Istituto 

per lo sviluppo della formazione professionale dei lavoratori, ISFOL). 



The school Manager

The school Manager is the legal representative of the institution

and is responsible for representing the school in the outside

world, for management, supervision and discipline within the

school. He/she coordinates all school activities.

He/she implements the decisions of the School Council, organizes

the school internally, i.e. timetable, formation of classes,

allocation of teachers, and decides on disciplinary measures for

pupils.In carrying out his/her management and administrative

duties ,he/she can delegate specific tasks to teachers.He /she is

also assisted by the director of General and Administrative

Services.

He/she is responsible for the recruitment of temporary teachers for

less than one academic year.



The administrative manager of schools who has been granted autonomy 

is called the Director of General and Administrative Services ( Direttore 

dei servizi generali e amministrativi - DSGA). 

He/she has operational autonomy within the general instructions of the 

school manager and the assigned objectives, he/she supervises the 

administrative and general services of the school and co-ordinates the 

relevant staff.

He or she arranges the issue of those certificates that do not require 

discretionary assessment, formulates projects and proposals for 

improving the services under his or her responsibility and gathers 

information and arranges the conclusion of contracts, agreements and 

conventions. 

THE DIRECTOR OF GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

SERVICES DSGA



The School Council

The School Council is responsible for budgetary matters

and for the organization and planning of non

educational school activities.

It deliberates the purchase, renewal and maintenance of

School equipment and teaching materials and decides on

Extracurricular and sports activities.

The School Council is made up of representatives elected

by teaching and non-teaching staff, parents and, in upper

Secondary schools, students.



Teachers’ Council
The Teachers’ Council ( Collegio dei docenti ) is made up of the permanent and 

temporary teachers from each District or institute. It is chaired by the school manager. 

It formulates the educational offer plan (POF) in accordance with the general 

management and administration guidelines issued by the District/School Council, 

taking into account the proposals and opinions of parents’ associations and 

organisations and students associations (at upper secondary level only).

The Teachers’ Council also makes decisions on teaching methods and periodically 

evaluates the general development of teaching to verify its effectiveness in line with 

the planned objectives and proposes, wherever necessary, appropriate measures to 

improve educational activities.

The Council selects textbooks, after consulting the inter- class Council ( Consiglio di 

inter-classe ) and the Class Council, as well as teaching materials within the financial 

limits laid down by the District/School Council. Finally, it submits proposals to the 

School Manager on the organisation of class groups, the teaching timetable and the 

allocation of teachers to individual classes.



Teacher Evaluation Committee

Every school district or school has a Teacher Evaluation 

Committee. 

It is made up of two or four teachers elected by the Teachers’

Council as effective members and one or two teachers as 

substitute members, depending on the number of teachers in 

the school (up to 50 or more than 50). It is chaired by the 

school manager.

The Committee’s function is to express its opinion on the 

service of teachers during their probationary year, and on the 

requests for the reinstatement of teachers who have 

undergone disciplinary action.



The Class Council

The Class Council is composed of teachers of the

Same class and four elected parents' representatives,

two of whom are replaced by two pupils’representatives

at upper secondary level.

They formulate educational and teaching plans for the

class, check the progress of teaching and discipline in

the class, organize supplementary activities and carry

out the periodical and final assessment of pupils and

decide the promotion to the following year’s class.



Students at upper secondary schools elect representatives for the 

Class and School Councils and are entitled to hold meetings within the 

school so they can exercise their right to democratic participation in the 

school’s activities.

Students’ meetings, which can be held at both class and school level, 

provide an opportunity to analyse educational and social problems 

enhancing the cultural and social development of the students 

themselves. Student representatives in the Class Council can form a 

student committee authorised to express opinions and make proposals 

to the School Council.

The Role of Students



The Role of Parents

At all school levels, parents elect their Class Council and School 

Council representatives and are entitled to hold meetings within 

the school so they can exercise their right to democratic 

participation in the school’s activities. 

Meetings can be held at both class and school level and can be 

attended by the School Manager and teachers, who have no 

voting rights. Parents can choose to form associations outside 

school institutions depending on their educational aims, 

ideology, or religion.



THE LAST SCHOOL REFORM 

The ‘Buona scuola’ reform ( 2015-2016) aims at increasing

Autonomy in school  governance, increasing the teaching

staff in a permanent Way, developing teachers‘competencies

through  formation, fostering digitalisation, reiforcing  the

link between school and work. 

It provides for: a three-year planning of financial and

Human resources for each school ( ptof ); a new evaluation

system for teachers with careers linked to performances;

enhanced managerial role of principals. 



Liceo Scientifico Statale 

Edoardo Amaldi



The Liceo Statale Edoardo Amaldi

(1080 students; aged 14-19) houses 4 types of high school

Who are we ?

Liceo Scientifico (5 years) ( 27 to 30 hours per week) Liceo delle Scienze Umane (5 years) (27 to 30 hours per week)

subjects

Italian language and Literature 

Latin Language and Literature

English (Language and Literature)

Maths and IT

Physics 

Science (Chemistry, Biology, Geology)

History and Civics

Philosophy

Human Geography

Art and Technical Design

Physical Education

Religion (optional)

subjects

Italian language and Literature 

Latin Language and Literature

English (Language and Literature)

Maths 

Physics 

Science (Chemistry, Biology, Geology)

History and Civics

Philosophy

Human Geography

Psychology

Pedagogy

Sociology

Law and Economics
Art 

Physical Education

Religion (optional)



Liceo delle Scienze Applicate (5 years) 

( 27 to 30 hours per week)

Liceo Linguistico (5 years) 

(27 to 30 hours per week)

subjects

Italian language and Literature 

English (Language and Literature)

Maths 

IT

Physics 

Science (Chemistry, Biology, Geology)

History and Civics

Philosophy

Human Geography

Art and Technical Design

Physical Education

Religion (optional)

subjects

Italian language and Literature

Latin Language and Literature

English (First Language and Literature)

French (Second Language and Literature) Esabac

German or Spanish (Third Language and Literature)

Maths

Physics

Science (Chemistry, Biology, Geology)

History and Civics

Philosophy

Human GeographyArt

Physical Education

Religion (optional)



HOW MANY PEOPLE WORK FOR THE AMALDI ?

Principal

Administrative Director

1080 Students

110 Teachers

19 Handicapp Students

8 teachers responsible for the school management

7 Administrative Assistants 

7 Specialised teachers

3 Technical Assistants



School Organisation

September: about 1st-15th staff meetings

about 15th beginning of school year

January: 31st end of term

February: 1st-10th end of term operations 

June: about 10th end of II term

11th-15th end of term operations and final report

about 20th school leaving exams (only for V year students) 

School week
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday

School day 



SCHOOL LEAVING EXAM AND UNIVERSITY

WHO? V year students tested by their own teachers and external ones

WHEN? June - July

WHICH TESTS ? 
4 tests 

Written Italian test

(by the Ministry of Education)
Written Maths

or English, or Human Sciences test 

(by the Ministry of Education)

Written test ( questions on at least 

5 subjects chosen by the teachers)

Oral test on all subjects of V year

UNIVERSITA’ Students with a secondary school diploma are admitted to all  faculties at university


